Summary of the project

Niketan is a Dutch based NGO, a knowledge, capacity, advocacy and funding centre for helping people with disabilities in (rural areas of) Bangladesh. 

Niketan aims to support disabled ones in Bangladesh, in order to provide for them an as independent, dignified and meaningful existence in civil society as possible.  

Niketan offers a future to children with a disability and  adapts its’ support when their needs change while growing up. Niketan cooperates closely with her local strategic partner, the Bangladeshi NGO, 'Disabled Rehabilitation and Research Association' (DRRA) based in Dhaka.
In Manikganj district Niketan and DRRA have realised three day-care centre, vocational training, parent groups, advocacy groups, preventive care programs, home service and a care-farm with residential facilities.

Niketan and DRRA share a common vision: children and adolescents with a disability as any child all over the world, have a right to attention, loving care and dedication. All children have an inherent right at a dignified life. Disabled children have a right to develop themselves at an intellectual, social, emotional and physical level. They too have a right to claim their full place in society. Niketan and DRRA give a future to children who are born without one. Learning to be independent, receiving education and learning a profession is vital. Niketan and DRRA see possibilities instead of problems and handicaps.  
Project area

Bangladesh is a developing country located at south-east Asia having with its densely population (more than 150 million.) and per capita income is less than $ 800. Natural disaster, illiteracy, flood, cyclone, political unrest etc. are the common pictures which smash the growth of the country. Moreover there are 10% (WHO) of the total population are disabled in Bangladesh and accordingly there are more than 15 million. people are disabled which is quite a alarming number for the society. Socio economical environment is quite discriminatory to the person with disabilities due to lack of available information & knowledge on disability to the community people. As a result the people with disabilities are facing anti-environment at family, society as well as national level.  

Headoffice in Dhaka

NGO DRRA

Road no 1

House 2/5

Shymoli

Dhaka 1207

Bangladesh

Director: Mrs. Farida Yasmin

e-mail : sila@agni.com
Phone : +8801711536517

Headoffice in the Netherlands

Stichting Niketan

Itterbeek 7

2641 TW Pijnacker

project coördinator: Antoinette Termoshuizen

e-mail : info@niketan.nl
phone : +31629043677

skype : stichtingniketan

Mentor and supervisor at the projectside

Mentor : Akhlas Uddin (phone: +8801716041224)

Supervisor : Nizam Uddin (phone: +8801712917587)

The mentor will be available 24 hours a day. The volunteers will receive a simcard and a modum to communicate with the mentor and project coordinator of Niketan. The modum (unlimited use)  can also be used to contact family at home.

Working hours: 

9.00 am to 05.30 pm

Days of: Thursday and Friday (project runs from Saturday to Thursday).

Holidays: 

Eid u Fitri – 8 0r 9 august (prefarable they arrive after this EID holiday)

Eid al Adha – 15 or 16 October (office will be closed for 10 days) Volunteers are advised to work 6 days a week and to enjoy holiday in Bangladesh on those 10 days)

Divali – 3 November (hindu festival)

Ashura – 14 november

Accomodation:

On the projectside volunteers will stay on the campound of Afroza’s place in :

vill : Putiajani

post office: Baliakhora
Th. Ghior
Distr. Manikganj
Bangladesh

They have to share a room, showers are available

In Dhaka, the volunteers stay in the guestroom in the office of DRRA:

Road no 1

House no 2/5

Shymoli , Dhaka

Bangladesh

They have to share a room.

Food

Local food will be provided by the host organisation DRRA, three times a day.

Transport

From and to the airport Niketan will provide a rent-a-car.

During the stay in Bangladesh, volunteers will travel by public bus or other kind of transport vehicles. Therefor they will receive a monthly based budget.

